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allusion. Not a day passes that we don't hear Englishmen telling each
other that all Americans are cowards. Americans, they say, won't fight
as Englishmen fight: Americans are traitors and hypocrites ! We
don't quite know what to make of it, Oliver. We've no use for rebels ;
but after all, rebels are Americans, just as w*e are. Is it true that all
the rebel troops were in a panic at the battle of Long Island ? That
they ran like rabbits ? "
The room was so silent that the governor and I might have been
alone, instead of ringed by scores of sallow-faced men in threadbare
garments.
" Yes, sir," I said, " it's true. They certainly ran, and they hid
under hedges and hi wheat stacks. The Hessians caught one rebel
general under a pile of brush. They found another lying in a ditch
and prodded him out with bayonets. Later, when Howe captured
Fort Washington, the rebels ran so fast that the British gave fox-
hunting calls."
The circle of listeners moved uneasily.
Governor Hutchinson cleared his throat. " You know, Oliver,
we're in a peculiar situation, here in London. Probably you won't
understand it. All of us hate the rebels. They've exiled us and ruined
us. Yet there's something mighty upsetting in hearing Englishmen
say all Americans are cowards.55
" Yes, sir," I said. " I feel the same way."
" Yet you admit the rebels always run," the governor said. " If
that's so, why should you resent hearing them called cowards ? "
" Well, sir," I said, " troops that aren't properly trained can't be
controlled when conditions aren't to their liking. You can't expect
regiments of untrained men, commanded by ignorant, untrained
officers, to march into a position that looks and sounds like certain
death. There was a regiment of Marylanders at the battle of Long
Island that did its best to stand off the whole British Army. No
British regiment ever fought better. If I were a soldier, I believe I
could raise a regiment of Loyalists that would outfight any regiment
the British could bring against it."
" If you were a soldier ? " Hutchinson repeated, " So you
weren't a soldier, even though you were with General Howe's army.
I trust you won't take it personally, Oliver, but why weren't you a
soldier?"
" Because I'd have been subject to the whims of a British com-
manding officer. I couldn't fight the rebels the British way. If I had
men under me, I'd feel responsible for them, I couldn't order them
to do some of the insane things that I've seen British soldiers ordered
to do."
" That's your only reason for not wanting to take tip arms against